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SPEECH, & 


SIR, 


Tur E R ol my aying 22 upon 
the preſent occaſion, is ſo obvious to the Houſe, 
that no apology will, I hope, be expected from 


me in troubling them even at ſo late an hour, 
(two o'clock in the morning.) I ſhall not enter 
much into a detail, or minute defence of the par- 


ticulars of the bill before you, becauſe few parti- 


cular objections have been made. The oppoſition 


to it conſiſting only in general reaſonings, of little 
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application fome — and ſome totally diftan from 
the Pint. in queſti 


This bill has been combated cheough its paſt 
ſages upon various principles ; but to this mo- 
ment the Houſe has not heard it canvaſſed upon 
its own intrinſic merits. The debate this night 
5 has turned chiefly upon two points — violation of 
: | charter, and increaſe f influence ; and upon both 

= theſe points I ſhall 88 a few words, 


The honourable Gals, who opened the 
debate, (Mr. Powys) firſt demands my attention, 
not indeed for the wiſdom of the obſervations 
which fell from him this night, (acute and judi- 
cious though he is upon moſt occaſions) but from 
the natural weight of all ſuch characters in this 
country, the aggragate of whom ſhould, in my 
opinion, always decide upon public meaſures : : 
but his Ingenuity was never, in my opinion, 
exerted more ineffectually, upon more miſtaken — 

principles, and more inconſiſtent with the com- 
mon tenour of his conduct, than in this debate. 


Tbe 


* 


T be. honourable Gentleman charges. me wich 
abandoning that cauſe, which, he ſays, in term 
of flattery I had once ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted. 
1 tell him, in reply, that if he were to. ſearch the 
| hiſtory of my life, he would find that. the period 
of it, in which I ſtruggled moſt for the real ſub- 
ſtantial cauſe of liberty, iS this very . moment chat 
I am addreſſing you. Freedom, according to my 
conception of it, conſiſts in the ſafe and ſacred 
poſſeſſion of a man's property, governed by laws 
i defined and certain 3 with many perſonal privi- 
leges, natural, civil, and religious, which he can- 
5 not ſurrender without ruin to himſelf and of . 
which to be deprived by any other power, is de- 
ſpotiſm. This bill, inſtead of ſubvertiog, is de- 
ſtined to ſtabilitate theſe principles ; ; inſtead of 
narrowing the baſis of freedom, it tends to en- 
large it; inſtead of ſuppreſſing, its object is to 
infuſe and circulate the ſpirit of liberty. 


What is the moſt odious ſpecies of tyranny? 
| Preciſely that which this bill is meant to annihi- F 
late. That a handful of men, free themſelves, 
ſhould execute the moſt baſe and abominable 


B | kh deſpotiſm 


deſpotifm over millions of their fellow creatures; 


that i innocence ſhould be the victim of oppreſſion; F 
that induſtry ſhould toil for rapine; that the 


| harmleſs labourer ſhould ſweat, not for his own x 


benefit, but for the luxury and rapacity of tyran- 
nic depredation. In a word, that thirty millions 
of men, gifted by Providence with the ordinary 
endowments of humanity, ſhould groan under a 
ſyſtem of deſpotiſm unmatched i in all the e hiſtories 
: of the world. | 


| Whit is the end of all government? Certainly 
tho happineſs of the governed — Others may hold 
other opinions; but this is mine, and I proclaim 
What are we to think of a government, whoſe 
GE ab fortune is ſuppoſed to ſpring from the cala- 
mities of its ſubjects, whoſe | aggrandiſement 
grows out of the miſeries of mankind? This is 
the kind of government exerciſed under the Eaſt- 
India Company upon the natives of Indoftan, 
and the ſubverſion of that infamous government, 
is the main object of the bill in queſtion. 


Rut 
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But in the progreſs of Toff ping this end, 
& it is objected that the charter of the Company 
ſhould not be violated ; "and upon this point, Sir, 


I ſhall deliver my opinion without diſguiſe. A 


charter is a truſt to one or more perſons for ſome 


given beneſſt. If this truſt be abuſed, if the be- 
nefit be not obtained, and that its failure ariſes 
from palpable guilt, or (hat in this caſe is full 
as bad) from palpable ignorance or miſmanage- 
ment, will any man oravely ſay, that truſt ſhould 
not be reſumed, and delivered to other hands, 
more eſpecially i in the caſe of the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, whoſe manner of executing this truſt, . 
whoſe laxity and langour produced, and tend to 
produce, conſequences diametrically oppoſite to 
. the ends of confiding that truſt, and of the inſti- 


tution for which it was granted ?—] beg of gentle- 


men to be aware of the lengths to which their 
arguments upon the intangibility of this charter 
may be carried. Every ſyllable virtually im- 
peaches the eſtabliſhment by which we ſit in this 
Houſe, in the enjoyment of this freedom, and of 
every other bleſſing of our government. Theſe 
kind of arguments are batteries againſt the main 
—— pillar 
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55 pillar of the Britiſh conſtitution. Some men are 
conſiſtent with their own private opinions, and 
I diſcover: 'the inheritance of family maxims, when . 
they queſtion the principles of the Revolution; 
but I have no ſcruple in ſubſcribing to che articles 


of that creed which produced 1 it. Mr are 


| ſacred, and reverence is due to every King :— 
yet With all my attachments to the perſon of a 
firſt magiſtrate, had I lived in the reign of James 
the Second, I ſhould moſt certainly. have contri- 

| buted my little aids, and borne part in thoſe illul- 
trious ſtruggles which vindicated an empire from 
bereditary ſervitude, and recorded this valuable 
doctrine, that truſs abuſed was revocable. | 


** 


No man will tel me, that a anc to a company | 
of merchants, ſtands upon the ſolemn and ſancti- 


fied ground by which a truſt is committed to a 
Monarch; and 1 am at a loſs to reconcile the con- 

duct of men who approve that reſumption of vio- 
lated truſt, which reſcued and re-eſtabliſhed our 


unparallelled and admirable conſtitution with a 


thouſand valuable improvements and advantages 


at the Revolution, and whoat this moment riſe up 


the 


5 


the champions of the Eaſt India Company” $ hr 
"vor although the incapacity and i incompetence of 
that company to a due and adequate diſcharge of 
the truſt depoſited in them by that charter, are 
themes of ridicule and contempt to all the world; 1 
and although in conſequence of their miſmanage- 
ment, connivance, and imbecility, combined with 
5 the wickedneſs of their ſervants, the very name of 
an Engliſhman is deteſted, even to a proverb, 
through all Afi ja; and the national character i 1s 
become degraded and diſnonoured. To reſcue 
that name from odium, and redeem this character 
from diſgrace, are ſome of the objects of the pre- 
ſent bill; and gentlemen ſhould indeed gravely 
weigh their oppoſition to a meaſure which, with 
a thouſand other points not leſs valuable, aims at 
5 the attainment of theſe objects. ; 


Having faid fo much upon the general matter of 
the bill, I muſt beg leave to make a few obſerva- ; 
lions upon the remarks of particular gentlemen, 
And firſt of the learned gentleman over againſt 
me (Mr. 1 Dundas). The learned gentleman has 


made a long, N as he always does, an able 
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ſpeech; yet, tranſlated into plain. Engliſh, and 


diſrobed of the dextrous ambiguity | in which 1 it has 
4 been inveloped, what does i 1t amount to ?—To an 
eſtabliſhment of the principles upon which this 
pill i is founded, and, an indirect confeſſion of its 
neceſſity. He allows the frangibility of charters 
when abſolute occaſion requires it, and admits that 
the charter of the Company ſhould not prevent 
the adoption of a proper-plan for the future go- 


vernment of India, if a proper plan can be 


_ atchieved upon no other terms. The firſt of theſe 5 
admiſſions ſeems agreeable to the civil maxims of ” 
the learned gentleman 8 life, ſo far as a maxim can 
be traced 1 in a political character, ſo various and 
flexible — And to deny the ſecond of theſe 
| conceſſions was impoſſible, even for the learned 
| gentleman, with a ſtaring reaſon * upon your 
table to confront him if he attempted | it. 


The learned gentleman's s bill, and the bill before 


you, are grounded upon the ſame bottom, of abuſe 
5 of truſt, _ mal- adminiſtration, debility and inca- 


pacity in the Company and their ſervants; but 
F Mt: Dundas's Bill, brought in laſt year. 


— — 


9 'F 
che difference in the remedy is this the learned | 
gentleman's bill opens a door to an influence a 
hundred times more dangerous than any that can 
be imputed to this bill, and depoſits in one man 
an arbitrary power over millions, not in Eng land, 
| where the evil-of his corrupt miniſtry could not be 
| felr, but in the Eaſt Indies, the ſcene of every miſ⸗ 
chief, fraud, and vizlence. The learned gentle- 
man's bill afforded the moſt extenſive latitude for 
malverſation — the bil before you guards againſt it 
with all 1 imaginable. precaution, Every line in 


both the bills which J have. had the honour 10 W © * 


troduce, preſumes the poſſibility” of bad admin- 
ſtration, for every word breathes ſuſpicion, This 
pill ſuppoſes that men are but men; it confides in 
EY integrity, it truſts no character; it inculcates 
the wiſdom of a jealouſy of power, and annexes 
reſponſibility not only to every action, but even 
to the inaction of thoſe who are to diſpenſe it. 
The neceſſity of theſe proviſions muſt be evi- 
dent, when it is known that the different misfor- 
tunes of the Company reſulted not more from what 
the ſervants did, than from what the maſters did 
| 3 To 
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To the probable effects of the learned gentle. 


man's bill and this, I beg to call the attention of 
the Houſe. Allowing, for argument's ſake, to the 
| Governor General of India, under the firſt- named 
bill, the moſt unlimited and ſuperior abilities, 
with ſoundneſs of heart and integrity the moſt un- 
queſtionable ; what good conſequences could be 
reaſonably expected from his extraordinary, ex- 


travagant, and unconſtitutional power, under the 


tenure by which he held it? Were his projects 


the moſt enlarged, his ſyſtems the moft wiſe and 

5 excellent which human Mill: could deviſe z/ what 
fair hope could be entertained of their eventual 
ſucceſs, when perhaps before he could enter upon 

the execution of any meaſure, he may be recalled 
in conſequence of one of thoſe changes in the ad- 
miniſtrations of this country, which have been ſo 

frequent for a few years, and which ſome good 

men wiſh to ſee every year ? Exactly the ſame 
reaſons which baniſh all rational hope of benefit 
from an Indian adminiſtration under the bill of the 

learned gentleman, Juſtify the duration of the pro- 
poſed commiſſion. If the diſpenſers of the plan 

of governing India, (a place from which the anſwer | 


— . —— ns 


Y : Ti 1 
of a letter cannot be expected in leſs than twelve 
months) have not greater ſtability i in their ſitua- - 
tions, than a Britiſh miniſtry — adieu to all hopes 
of rendering our Eaſtern territories of any real 
advantage to this country, adieu to every expec- 
tation of purging or purifying the Indian ſyſtem, 
of reform, of improvement, of reviving confi- 
dence, of regulating the trade upon its proper prin- 
ciples, of reſtoring tranquillity, of re-eſtab- 
liſhing the natives in comfort, and of ſecuring 8 
the perpetuity of theſe bleſſings, by the cordial | 
reconcilement of the Indians with their for- 
3 tyrants upon fixed terms of amity, friend- 
ſhip, and fellowſhip. I will leave the Houſe and 
the kingdom to judge which is beſt calculated 
to accompliſh thoſe ſalutary ends; the bill of the 
learned gentleman, which leaves all to the 4; re- 
tion of one man, or the bill before you which 
depends upon the duty of ſeveral men, who are 
in a ſtate of daily account to this Houſe, of 
| hourly account ro the Miniſters of the Crown, 
of occaſional account to the proprietors of Eaſt 
ladia Stock, and who are allowed ſufficient time 
| V 2 ta 
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But the Mans cenſored wiſhes the appoitit- 
ment of an Indian Secretary of State in prefer- 


ence. to theſe Commiſſionets; his partiality for 
ſuch. an inſtitution I cannot gueſs; but that 


ſcheme ſtrikes me as liable to a thouſand times 


more objections than the plan in agitation. 
, ———Nay, the. learned gentleman had rather, 
1 ſeems, the affairs of India" were blended 
with the buſineſs of the office which I have 
the hofour to hold. Els good diſpoſition to- 
' wards me upon all 0d ions eannot be doubted, 
and his ſincerity in this opinion is unqueſtionable. | 
1 beg the Houfe to attend to the reaſon which the 
learned gentleman gives for this preference, and 
to ſee the plights to which men, even of his 
underſtanding are reduced; who maft oppoſe. 
He laughs at the reſponſibility of the Commiſ- 
os 6” as Na ee . Sh 
will find means of ſoothing, and ſoftening, and 
meliorating the Members, - into an oblivion of 
their mal- adminiſtration, What e has the 


learned 


Ow I 
: learned. gentleman of a Secretary of State? Dow: 
he think bim ſo inert, ſo inactive, ſo incupable a 
cteature, that with all this vaunted patronage of 
the ſeven in / his own hands, the fame mand of 
ſoothing,” and ſoftening, and meliotating Affe 
thrown away upon him. The learhed gentleman 
has been for ſome years converſant with Miniſters; 
but his experience has taught him, it ſeems, to con- 
ſider Secretaries; not only às untainted and im- 
maculate, but innocent „ harmleſs, and incapable. A 


1 In his time Secretaries were all purity — with every 


5 power. of cotruption in their hands, but ſo inflex- 
ibly attached to rigid rectitude, that no temp · | 


ptation could ſeduce them to uſe that power for 
the purpoſe of corrupting, or, to uſe his o.] 
Words, for ſoorhing, or ſoftening, or meliorating. 
The learned gentleman has formed his opinion of 
the ſimplicity and inaction of Secretaries, from that 
golden age of political probity, when his own 
friends were in power, and when himſelf war 
every thing but a miniſter. This erroneous hu- 
manity of opinion ariſes in the learned gentle- 
man's unſtiſpecting, unſullied nature, as well 
as in a commerce with ar the beſt and pureſt 
7 miniſters 
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Aiden chis country, which laben him ſo 
favourable an impreſſion of a Secretary of State, . 


that he thinks this patronage; ſo dangerous in the 


a hands of ſeven Commiſſioners, perfectly ſafe in bis 
hands. I leave to the learned gentleman that 
pleaſure which his mind muſt feel under the con- 7 
viction with which he certainly gives this opinion; 
but I ſubmit to every man who hears me, what 
would be the probable comments of the other 

: fide of the Houſe, bad 1 propoſed either the erec- 
tion of an Indian Secretary, or the annexation of 
the India buſineſs to the office which I hold. 


hatin; awe} is one All more curious than 
thoſe: I have mentioned, He dillikes this bill 
becauſe it eſtabliſhes an imperium in imperio. In 
the courſe of oppoſition to this meaſure, we have 
been familiarized to hear certain ſentiments and 
g Particular words i in this Houſe — but directed, in 
reality, to other places. | Taking it therefore for 
granted, that the learned gentleman has not ſo 
deſpicable an idea of the good ſenſe of the mem · 
| ber, as to expect r more attention within theſe 


0 alls 


7 


0 16 3 


Fulle to Ricks a Boögme than has been ſhewn to the 


5 favourite phraſe of his honourable friend near him, 
(Mr. W. Pitt) who calls a bill Which backs this 
ſinking company, with the credit of the ſtate, a Cans Ed 
Acation of their property, I would wiſh to aſk the 

learned gentleman, if he really holds the under- 

ſtanding, even of the multitude, i in ſuch contempt 


as to imagine this ſpecies of argument can have 
the very flighteff effect? The multitude know the ” 
fallacy of it as well as the learned gentleman him- 
ſelf. They know that a diſſolution of the Eaſt- India 3 


Company has been wiſhed: for ſcotes of years, by 


many good people in this country, for the very 
reaſon that it was an imperium in imperio. Vet the 


learned gentleman, with infinite gravity of face, 


tells you he diſlikes this bill becauſe it eſtabliſhes 
this novel and odious principle. Even a glance of 


this bill, compared with the preſent conſtitution 


of the Company, manifeſts the futility of this ob- 


jection, and proves that the company is, in its pre- 


ſent form, a thouſand times more an Imperium in 
imperio than the propoſed Commiſſioners. | The 
worſt ſpecies of government is that which can 
run counter to all the ends of its inſtitution with 


impunity, PR 
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impunity. Such Wen was the Eaſt- India Com- 


Pany. No man can ſay, that the directors and 

; proprietors bave not, in a thouſand inſtances, me- 
rited ſevere infliction; yet who did ever think of a i= 
legal puniſhment for either body? Now the great 
feature of this bill i is to render the Commiſfloners | 
amenable, and to n them. u nnn 
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bil did not meddle with the commerce of the 
5 Company; and another gentleman, after: acknow- 
ledging the folly of leaving the government in the 


hands of the Company, propoſes to ſeparate the 


commerce entirely from the dominion, and leave 
the former ſafe and untouched to the Company 
| itſelf, —I beg leave to appeal to every gentleman 
_ converſant in the Company? s affairs, whether this 
meaſure 1 is, in the nature of things, practicable at 
this moment. That the ſeparation of the com- 
merce from the government of the Eaſt may be 
5 ultimately brought about I doubt not; but when 


gentlemen reflect upon the immediate ſtate of the 


Company's affairs, when hey reflect that their 
ee Was carried on fot the ſake of Ar 
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{WI 
commerce, that both have been blended together 
for ſuch a ſeries of years; when they review the 


peculiar, perplexed, and involved ſtate of the 


eaſtern territories, their diffimilitude to every ſyſtem 
in this part of the globe, and conſider the deep 
; and laborious deliberation with which every ſtep 

for the eſtabliſhment of a ſalutary plan of g govern- 
ment, in the room of the preſent odious one, wuſt 

| be taken — the utter impoſſibility of inſtantly de- 
taching the governing power from interference 


with the commercial body, will be clear and 
indubirable. 225 


A gentleman has aſked, PSY not ke the | 
Commitſtioners out of the body of Directors; 3 and : 


DD why not leave the.choice of the aſſiſtant Directors 


in the Court of Proprietors That is to ſay, Why 
not do that which would infallibly undoe all 2 
you are aiming at? I mean no general diſparage- 
ment when I fay that the body of the Directors 
have given memorable proofs that they are not the 
ſort of people, to whom any man can look for the 
ſucceſs or ſalvation of India. Amongſt them there 


are without doubt, ſome individuals reſpectable 
3 i eee bath 


1 


both hoe their knowledge and integrity; but I put 
It to the candour of gentlemen, whether they are 
the ſpecies of men whoſe wiſdom, energy, and 
diligence, would give any promiſe of emancipa- 
ting the Eaſt· India concerns from their preſent diſ- 


aſters and ditgraces. Indeed both queſtions may 


ve anſwered in two words. Why not chooſe the 

Directors — who have ruined the Company ? ? Why 
n leave the power of election in the Proprietors 
—who bave thwarted thay 1 * 20 the 
. Direors| & 


The laſt point adverted to by the learned gentle- 

5 man relates to influence, and upon his remarks, 
combined with what fell from ſome others upon the 
ſame ſubject, 1 beg leave to make a few obſer va 
tions. Much of my life has been employed to 

: diminiſh the inordinate influence of the Crown. 
In common, with others, I ſucceeded, and I glory 
1 it. To ſupport that kind of influence which 1 
formerly ſubverted, is a deed of which * ſhall 
never deſerve to be accuſed. The affirmatio n with 


which I firſt introduced this plan, I now repeat— 


I re-afſert that this bill as little augments the in- 


fluence 


TED 


fluence of the crown, as any meaſure which can 
be qeviſed for the government of India, that pre- 
ſents the ſlighteſt promiſe of ſolid ſucceſs, and 


that it tends to encreaſe it in a far leſs degree than 


the bill propoſed by the learned gentleman. The 
very gemus of influence conſiſts in hope or fear ; * 
—fear of loſing what we have, or hope of gaining 
more. Make theſe Commiſſioners removeable at 
will, and you ſet all the little paſſions of hu- 


man nature afloat. If benefit can be derived 


from the bill, vou had better burn it, than 


make the duration ſhort of the time neceſſary 
to accompliſh the plans it is deſtined for. That 


conſideration pointed out the expediency of a fixed 


period ; and in that reſpe i it accords with the prin- 


ciple of the learned gentleman's bill; with this 


ſuperior advantage, that inſtead of leaving the 


Commiſſioners liable to all the influence which 
ſprings from the appointment of a Governor 


General, removeable at Pleaſure, this bill inveſts N 


them with the power for the time ſpecified | 
upon the ſame tenure that Britiſh Judges hold 
their ſtation — removeable upon delinquency, pu- 
niſhable upon guilt — but fearleſs of power if they 
© 5, I diſcharge 
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. diſcharge their truſt, liable to no ſedudement, and 


with full time and authority to execute their func- 


tions, for the common good of the country, and 


for their own glory, I beg of the Houſe to at- 
5 tend to this difference, and then judge upon the 


point of encreaſing the influence of the Crown, 
contraſted with the learned gentleman' J bill, 


The ſtate of accuſations againſt me upon this 


ſubject of influence, is truly curious. — The 
learned gentleman, (Mr. Dundas) in ſtrains of 


emphaſis, declares that this. bill diminiſhes the 
influence of the crown beyond all former at- 


tempts, and calls upon thoſe who formerly 


voted with him in ſopport of that influence, 
againit our efforts to reduce ith. and who now 


fit near me, to join him now in oppoling my 


: attempts to diminiſh their darling influence. He 
tells them 1 out Herod Hered, that T am out do- 
ing all my former out doings, and proclaims. me 
as the mercileſs and inſatiate enemy of the influ- 


ence of the Crown, 


Down 


[ 21 4 
Down ſits the learned gentleman, and up ſtarts 
an honourable gentleman, with a charge againſt 


me, upon the ſame ſubject, of a nature the direct 

reverſe, I have fought under your banner, cries 

the honourable gentleman (Mr. Martin) againſt 
that fell giant, the influence of the Crown ; I 
have bled 1n that battle which you commanded, 


and have a claim upon the rights of ſoldierſhip. 
You have conquered through us; and now that 


victory is in your arms, you turn traitor to our ; 
5 cauſe, and carry over your powers to the enemy. 
5 The fierceſt of your former combatants in the 
cauſe of influence, falls far ſhort of you at this 
moment; your attempts in re· erecting this mon- 


"ter, exceed all the exertions of your former foes: 


This night you will make the influence of the 
Crown a coloſſus, that ſhall beſtride the land, and 
cruſh every impediment. J impeach 70 for 
| treachery to your ancient principles — — come, 


come, and divide with x us! 


This honourable Senne after a peg, « or two 


at the Coalition, declines into filence; and whilſt 


the Houſe is perplexing icſelf t to reconcile theſe 
wide 
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wide Afeiances, the right honourable gentleman | 
over the way (Mr. W. Pitt) confounds all- paſt 
contradictions, by combining, in his own perſon, 
f theſe extravagant. extremes. He acknowledges 


that he has digeſted a paradox ; ; and a paradox 


well he might call it, for never did a groſſer one 3 


: puzzle the intelects of a public aſſembly. By a 5 

miraculous kind of diſcernment he has found 
that the bill both ee, and diminiſpe 
the 9 of the Crown. 


The bill diminiſhes the influence of che Crown, 


fi s one you are wrong , ſays a ſecond, it increaſes 5 


t. You are both right, ſays a third, for it both _ 
ns and diminiſhes the influence of the : 
Crown. — Now as moſt Members have one or 
other of theſe opinions upon the ſubject, the 
Honourable gentleman can ſafely join with all 


parties upon this point, but few I truſt will be 
found to join him. 


Thus, Sir, is this bill combated, and thus am I 
accuſed. The nature and ſubſtance of theſe ob- 
Icctions conſtrue as che lrongeſt comment upon 


the 


L 28 


the tn of the bill; If a more rational op- 


poſition could be made to it, no doubt it would. 


The truth is, it increaſes the influence of the 


Crown, and the influence of party as little as 


poſſible; and if the reform of India, or any other 5 
matter, is to be poſtponed until a ſcheme be de- 
viſed, againſt which ingenuity, or ignorance, or 
caprice ſhall not raiſe objeRtions, the affairs of 


: human life muſt ſtand ſtill. 


"x beg the Houſe will attend a little to the man- . 
ner in which the progreſs of this bill has been 
8 retarded, et ſpecially by the right honourable gen- . 

5 tleman (Mr. Pitt.) F irſt, the Members were not 


all in town, and time was defired upon that ac- 
count. Next, the finances of the Eaſt- India 


Company were misſtated by me, and time was 
deſired to prove that. The time came, the proofs : 
exhibited, counſel heard, and yet the iſſue was, 
that my former ſtarement, inſtead of being con- 
5 troverted, became more eſtabliſned by the very 
proofs which were brought to overturn it. The ; 
honourable gentleman has miſrepreſented me to- 


night again—he has an evident pleaſure 1 in it, which 


en ä indeed 
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indeed I cannot prevent; but I can prevent this 


0 Houſe and this country from believing him. 25 He 
pPrefers the authority of his own conception (eager 
enough in all conſcience to miſunderſtand me) of 
what I ſaid to my own repeated declarations of 


my own meaning. He ſuppoſes a miſtake becauſe 


he wiſhes it, —T never did lay the Company were 
abſolute bankrupts to the amount of the debt, 
but I ſaid there was immediate neceſũty of paying 
that given ſum, without any immediate means of 
Providing ſor i it. The account of the Company s 
: circumſtances preſented laſt week, furniſhed mat- 
ter of triumph to the honourable gentleman for 
the full ſpace of three hours, that is to ſay, whilſt 
council were at the bar. I made no objection to 
the account but this trifling one — that I 2,000,000, 
5 were Rated which ought not to appear at all there, 
and which, were Placed there only for deluſion 
and fallacy. 1 never objected to the arithmetic 
of the account. The ſums I doubt not were ac- 
curately caſt up even toa figure Vet the Houſe 5 
| will recollect that che honourable gentleman about 


chis very hour of that debate, endeavoured to 


protract the buligeſs 00 the next day, upon aſſu- 


n — ring 


E 


ring ik Houſe that the Company would then 
ſupport their ſtatement. 1 refuſed to accede be- ” 
_ cauſe I knew the matter to be mere ſhifting, and 
manceuvering for a vote, and that the Company : 
could not ſupport their ſtatement, Was I right? 
the Houſe ſees whether I was—The houſe ſees the 
finance poſt is now totally abandoned, and for the 
beſt reaſon i in the world, becauſe it 1s no longer 
tenable, But the honourable gentleman is indeed a 
man of reſources, he now gives me a challenge, 

and I beg the Houſe to remark chat 1 accept his 12 
E challenge, and that I prophecy he will no more 5 
meet me upon this than upon the former points. - : 


But there is no limit to a youthful and vigorous 5 
fancy—T he right honourable Gentleman juſt now, 

in very ſerious terms, and with all his habitual 
gravity, engages, if the Houſe will join in op- 
poſing us to-night, that he will digeſt and me- 
thodiſe a plan, the outline of which he has al- 

ready conceived. He has nothing now to offer; 
but juſtly confiding in the fertility of his own 
imagination, and the future exerciſe of his facul- 
ties, he promiſes that he ill bring a plan — provi- 
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al the, majority. of. this, Hoke will join him to- 


night. Now, if ever an 1dea was thrown out to 
pick up a ſtray vote or two in the heel of a de- 
| bate by a device, the idea given a while ago by the 


honourable Gentleman i 1s preciſely ſuch: but if 1 


can augur rightly from the comple&ion of be 
Houſe, his preſent will have exactly the ſame ſuc- 


ceſs with all Hs paſt een to oppore this Y 


i bill * *, 


| K 4 


1 learned Gin, (bir Dundas) with fingular 


phcidatls; without {mile or ſneer, has ſaid, «as 
8 this meaſure was probably decided upon ſome 
e time ſince, the Eaſt-India Company, who could 

L get expect ſuch a Mow, ought 'to have been 1 in- 5 


« formed of the intended project. The Com- 


cc pany. was evidently unaware of this attack, 
ec and in: fairneſs ſhould have been appriſed of 
b Does the learned Gentleman imagine men 
are in kei ſober 18 Who liſten, to fuch cavil- 


& 4 wp * <4 


5 unaware 560 this attack! The earned Ca 


- * He was right; for the Miniſtry had an acceſſion of fire 


votes us night, re the former Gringn. 


. own 
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own labours, independent of any other intimation, 

had been an ample warning to the Company to be 
prepared. Every man in the kingdom who reads 

a newſpaper expected ſomething ; 3 and the only 
wonder with the nation was, how it could be ſo 
f long delayed. The reports of the Committees 
alarmed the public ſo much, for the honour of 
the country, and for the ſalvation of the Com- 

: pany, that all eyes were upon Eaſt-India affairs. 
This ſort of obſervation had indeed much better 
come from any other man in chis Houſe, chan from 
| that identical gentleman, 


I theſe were not ſufficient to rouſe the atten- 
tion and «diligence of the Company, his Majeſty's 

ſpeech. at the commencement and concluſion of 27 
the late ſeſſion of Parliament, gave them note of 8 
preparation in the moſt plain and deciſive terms: 
In his 0 opening ſpeech his Majeſty thus ſpeaks to 
Parliament upon the ſubject of India 


The regulation of a vaſt territory in Aſia, 
opens a large field for your wiſdom, prudence, 
F and foreſight; J truſt that you will be able to 
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ee form ſome fundamental laws which m 2make 
c their connection with Great Britain a bleſſing 
c to India; and that you will take therein pro- 

_ «' per tneaſures to give all foreign nations, in 
4 matters of foreign commerce, an entire and | 

8 « perfect confidence in the probity, punctuallity, : 

& and good order of our government. You may | 
cc be aſſured that whatever depends upon Me, 
« ſhall be executed with a ſteadineſs, which can 

e alone preſerve that part of My dominions, c or 5 

: « the commerce which ariſes from Nn 5 


The learned gentleman, who knows more of 


| the diſpoſitions of the cabinet at that time than I 


do, can better tell whether any meaſure of this 


nature was then intended. The words are very 
wide, and ſeem to portend at leaſt ſomething very | 
important; but whether any thing ſimilar to this 
meaſure was meant, as this paſſage ſcems to imply, 
or not, is indifferent to the Point in queſtion. 
This is clear from it, that it gives a very cere- 
monious warning to jthe Eaſt-India Company; 


enough ſurely to expoſe the weakneſs and futility of 


the learned gentleman's remark. The changes and 


circum- 


- 


i 9 
citcumſtinces of the Cabinet, in the courſe of "OR 


| laſt ſeſſion, can be the only excuſe: for the delay 
i ſome detifve. meaſure with regard to India: 


 andif in addition to all theſe, any thing more is 


= requiſite to confirm the notoriety of Parliament's 
: being to enter upon the buſineſs, the following pa- 
ragraph of the King's cloſing ſpeech, laſt July, 
completes the maſs of evidence it the 


: . gentleman, £51191 


His 1 a belief chat hs 
ſhall be obliged to call his Parliament together ; 


: earlier than uſual, thus peaks: 


90! 


te The is | of. the airs of the Eaſt 
Indies will require to be reſumed as early as poſ- 
fible, and to be purſued with a ſerious and unre- 
„ miting attention.“ Superadd to all this, the part 
of the King's opening ſpeech this year upon India, 


and if the whole do not conſtitute ſofficient 


teſtimony that the Company had full notice * 


thing can. 


Vet | 
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Vet. notwithſtaing all this, the” learned” gentle · 
man accuſes us of ſurprifng the Company, and 
his right honourable friend, in hopes his propoſal 
of another bill may have weight in the diviſion — 
repeats the hacknied charge of precipitation, and 
forces the argument for delay in a taunt, that 
© we wiſh to get rid of our torments, by {end- 
« ing this bill to- the other Houſe.” The ho- 
nourable gentleman's talents are ſplendiil and ; 


various ; but [ aſſure him that all his efforts, for 


to inſure a miniſtetial tranquillity, it would] be 1 
the kind of oppoſition which this bill has re- 
ceived, in which every thing brought to confute, 
has tended to confirm, and in which the argu- 
ments adduced to expoſe the weakneſs, haye fur- 
. 5 niſhed materials to eſtabliſh the wiſdom of the : 
meaſure — ſo impoſſible is it, without ſomething 
| of a tolerable cauſe, even for the right honourable 
bY gentleman's 5: abilities to have effect, though his 


4 genius may make a flouriſhing and ſuperior figure 
$i in the attempt. 
464 e EEE r 


the laſt eight days, have not given me a ſingle 8 
torment: were I to chooſe a ſpecies of oppoſition 5 


Ww# . 


7 


Before 1 proceed to the other parts of the de- 


8 bate, 1 wiſh to ſay one word upon a remark of 
| the learned gentleman: . He lays, that the clauſe 7 

2 relative to the Zemindars was ſuggeſted by bis 
obſervations. | God forbid 1 ſhould detract from | 
the merit, or diminiſh the deſert of any man. 

| Undoubtedly thar excellent part of the regula- 
tion bill deriv- 5 from the learned gentleman; 
and if he were in this Houſe when 1 introduced 
: the ſubject of India, he would have known that 


— did him full and compleat juſtice upon that 


3 point, 


My noble friend (Lord John Cavendiſh) has 
oy ſaid, this bill does not ariſe from the poverty of 
2 the Company, but that liberal. v and 
: national honour | demanded | it. ——— Upon 
the laſt day. this bill was debated, I confin- 
5 ed myſelf chiefly to the demonſtration of the i 
fallacy and impoſture of that notable ſchedule 


n by che Eaſt- India Company, and having 
_ proved 
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ptoved its falſhood, I can now with the greater 
ſafety declare, that if every hilling” of that 

flictitious property was real and forth coming, a 1 
bill of this nature was not therefore the leſs ne- 
ceſſary. 1 thought we were fully underſtood 
upon chis point from the opening ſpeech in this | 


buſineſs, which did not ſo degrade the meaſure a$ 


to ſay it originated | in the poverty of the Compa- 
ny, which, as my noble friend rightly remarks, was 
the ſmalleſt reaſon to its adoption, and which opi- '9 
nion is not, as the right honourable gentleman 
inſiquates, cc Shifting,” but recognizing and re- 
cording the true grounds of the bill. * any 
miſunderſtanding. then has hitherto taken place 5 
upon this head, it will, I ruſt, ceaſe. henceforth, 


and ſo odious a libel upon this country will not 
paſs current as that ſordid motives only induced | 


the government of England to that which we 
were bound to do, as politicians, as Chriſtians, and 
as men: by every conſideration which makes a na- 


tion reſpectable, great, and glorious! 


Having | 


AS 


14 1 1 


Having vindicated the bill tun this afocifion; X 


and founded it * that baſis which every honeſt 
and ſenſible man ja England muſt approve, . 


may be allowed to ſay that ſome regard may be 


had even to the mean and mercenary upon this 


ſubject (a portion of whom ve have here, in 


common with all other countries.) Will ſuch 
men endure with remper a conſtant drain upon 
this kingdom, for the lake of this monopolizing 
corporation? Will thoſe, for inſtance, who. cla- 


mour againſt a two· penny tax, afford with good | 


humour million after million to the Eaſt-India 
Company. The ſinking fund is at this moment 
a million the worſe for the deficiencies of the Com- 


pany, and as the Noble Lord (Lord John) ſays, 


an extent muſt in three weeks arreſt their pro- 
perty, if Parliament does not interpoſe or enable 


them to diſcharge a part of their debt to the 


Crown. Let thoſe, therefore, who think the com- 
merce ought to be inſtantly ſeparated from the domi- 
nion, (were that at this time poſſible) and who think 


it ought to be left wholly in the preſent hands, re- 


flect — chat the formation of a vigorous ſyſtem of 
government for India is not more incumbent upon 


F e 
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us, than che eſtabliſhment of the Eaſlern trade 


upon ſuch principles of Jolidity and firneſs, as 
ſhall give ſome juti hopes. that the public mas 


be ſpeedily relieved from the monſtrous preTure 


of TIRE ſapporting. the indigencc of the 


Company. 


* 1 


I have (poke of m 5e H ver y often 2 in the courſe 
ef what J have ſaid this nig . and muſt ſpeak 


Tall more frequently in the courſe of what 1 have 
to lay; The Houſe will fee this auk ward taſk is 


rendered indiſpenſible, infinitely more having beer: 


ſaid CON 267 ning ne, during e he Gebate, than CON. 
cerning the que tion, whic! 1 15 the proper ſubject. 
of agiration. The right honourable gentleman 


(Mr, Pitt) ſays, that nothing ever happened to 
3 : 


give him an ill impreſſion of my mater, or to 


prevent a mutual confidence, He fays rightly. 


There have been interchanges of civility, and 


amicable habits between us, in which I truſt 1 
have given him no cauſe to complain, But after 
pronouncing a br Ulianc eulogy upon n me and mx 


5 capacity 
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capacit y to ſerve the country, the honourable gen. 


tleman conſiders me at the lame time the moſt dan- 
gerous man in the king adom, (Mr. Pitt faid acroſs | 
the Houſe, « dangerous only from this meaſure.” 
To which Mr. Fox inſtantly made this reply) 1 
call! upon the Houle to attend to the honourable ; 
gentleman; he thinks me dangerous only from this 
5 and confeſſes that hitherto he has ſcen 
nothing 1 in my conduct to obliterate his good op- 
nion. Compare this With his Oppolition during 
the laſt and the preſent ſeſ on. Let every man re- 
gect, that up to this moment che honourable gen- 
tleman dcemed me worthy of confidence, and 
competent to my ſituation in the Nate, I thank 
bim for the ſupper he has afforded to the Mini- 
ſter he thus eſteemed, and ſhall not preſs the acl 
vantage he gives me, farther than leaving to him- 
elf to reconcile his practice and his doctrine in 


the beſt manner he can. 


The honourable ventlern an could not for one night 
paſs by the Coalition, yet. 1 think he might have 
choſen a fitter time to expreſs his indignation 20ainſt 
the noble Lord (Lord North) than the preſent 


F moment. 
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moment. An attack upon the noble Lord in his 
preſence would bear a more liberal colour; and 
the cauſe of his abſence now*, would ſurely ta- 
ther diſarm than irritate a generous enemy. There 

are diſtinctions in hatred, and the direſt foes upon 
ſuch occaſions moderate their aver on. The Coa- 
lition is, however, a frui ful topic, and the power 
of traducing it; which the weakeſt and meaneſt 
c Creatures in the country enjoy and exerciſe, is of 


courſe equally veſted in men of rank and parts, 


though every man of parts and rank would not be 


apt to participate the privilege. Upon the Coali- 


tion the honourable gentleman | 18 welcome to em- 
ploy his ingenuity, but upon another fabject al- 
| : luded to by him, I ſhall beg leave to advile, nay 
even to inſtru him. 


In what ſyſtem of ethics will the honourable 
gentleman find the precept taught of ripping up 


old ſores, and reviving animoſities among indivi- 


duals, of Which the parties chemſelves retain no 


by * Lord North. left the Hoaſe very fick about mi dnight. 


memory? 


2 


ta 1 


9 


memory“? This kind of practice may incur a 
much worſe charge than weakneſs of under ſtand- 


ing, and ſubject a man to much greater imputa- 


tions than are commonly 2; pplicd to political miſ- 
takes or party violence. The joundueſs of the 


heart may be liable to ſuſpicion, and the moral 


character be in danger of ſuffering by it, in the 
opinion of mankind, To co\ er the heats, and 
obliteratet the ſenſe of former quarrels between two 
perſons, is a very d Ainguiſhed virktue:— co re- 
new the ſubject of ech differences, and arte! pt 


the revival of ſuch diſputes, | deſerves a name 


which I could give it, if that honourable gentle 


man had not forgotten himſelf, and fallen into 


ſome ſuch deviation. Ile values hirnſe! it, doubt 


not, too much, again to make a fimiuar flip, and 


muſt even feel th: aakful to me for the « gounſe 1 thus 


take the liberty to give him. 


An bearable gentleman | under the gallery, 


(Mr. Martin) to whom an abuſe of the Coalition 


feems a fore of lux ary, withe: s that a Parting g were 


Mr. Pitt quoted the paſſage of chat famous ſpeech of Vir. 


Fox's, which produced the d ae} berweea him and Mr. Adam. 


at 
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at the right hand of the chair to cry out drigrace-. 
ful Coalition! — Sir, upon this 18 1 bal! * 
but a few words : ; — 


The calamitous firuarion of this country re q aired 


an adminiſtration whole ftabill; ty 20u1d give it 2 tone 


of firmneſs with foreign. nati ons, and promiſe 


ſome hope of reſtoring the faded glories of the 


country. Such an adminiſt ration could not be 


formed without - ſome junction of parties; - and 11 


form erdifferences were to be an inſurmountable bar 


rier to union, no chance of ſalvation remained for 


the ountry, as it 15 well known, that four public ; 


men could not be found , wh o had ot, at one time 


or other, taken oppoſite ſides in politics. The great 


cauſe 07 difference between us and the noble Lord in 


the blue ribbon no longer exiſted ; his perſona! 
character flood | high, and thinking! it ſafer to truſt 
him than thoſe who b. 100 before deceived us, we 

preferred to uni! e with the noble Lor d. A ſimilar 
1 mction, in 1757, againſt which a ſimilar clamour 


Was raiſed, ſaved the rus 2h 8 rain, and raiſed 


county, when we carge into vice, bore not 4 


- 


VC ry | 


vo 
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very auſpicious complexion z yet, Sir, I do not 
deſpair of ſeeing it once again reſume its conſa- 


quence in the ſcale of nations, and make as ſplen- 


did a figure as ever. Thoſe who have aſſerted 


the impoſſibility of our agreeing with the noble 


Lord and his friends, were falſe proph. etsʒ for events 
have belied their augury, We have differed like 
men, and like men we have agreed, 


A body of the beſt and honeſteſt men in this. 
*Touſe, who ſerve their country without any other 
rew ard than the glory of a diſintereſted diſchar 


of their public duty, approved that junction, be? 


anctify che meaſure by their cordial ſupport. 


ouch, Sir, is this Coalition, which the Late of 


the country rendered indiſpenſible ; and for which 


the hiſtory of every country records a, chouſand pre- 


* 


cedents, yet to this the en Mech is applied. 
Is it not extraordinary, then, that gentlemer 
mould be under ſuch ſpells of ſelf-dcluſion, 
as not to fee, that if caliivs it diſgraceful, 


makes it ſo, theſe epithets operate with equal force 


againſt themſelves, If the Coalition be diſgraceful, 


What 
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1 18 the anti-Coalition? When 1 FR the righ 


honourable gentleman (Mr Pitt) furrounded by the 


catly objects of his political, nay his hereditary * 
hatred, and hear him revile the Coalition, I am 


loſt in the ' aſtoniſhment how men can be {5 
blind to their own ſituat ion, as to attempt to 


wound us in this particular! point, poſſeſſed as Wc 


are of the power of returning the ſame blow, with 


the vuigerable part ſtaring us directly \ in the face, 


If che hono arable gentleman under the gallery 
wiſhes that a {: arling were perched upon the right 
. hand of the Chair—I tell him, that the with is juſt 


as reaſonable, to have another ſtarling upon 


the left hand of the Chair, to chirp up Co- 


a/ition againſt Coalition, and fo to harmonize thei! 


mutual difgrace, if difgrace there be. 


WI itli the fame conlittency, an honourable gen. 
tleman calls us 4% er. ers . u.; a few cold 
and diſaffec ted members fal off, chen turn about 
Ne! to palliate their own defection, call the 3 ; 


of the army de/eriers ! Mie have not delerted; here 


* Nr. Jenkinſon far near Mr. Pitt, Mr, Dundas, &c. 


- 


W 


E * 


ve are a firm phalanx. Deſerted indeed we have 
been in the moment of diſaſter, but never dejetted, 
and ſeldom complaining. Some of thoſe who roſe 
upon our wreck, and who eagerly graſped that 
power which we had the labour of erecting, now 
call us deſerters. We retort the term with juſt 
indignation. Vet whilſt they preſume we have the 
attributes of men, they would expect us to have 
the obduracy of ſavages. They would have our 
reſentments inſatiate, our rancour eternal. In our | 
opinion, an oblivion of uſcleſs animoſity i is much 
more noble; and in chat, the conduct of our accu- 
i ſers goes hand in hand with us. But 1 beg of the 
Houſe, and I with the world to obſerve, that al- 
though, like them, we have abandoned our enmi- 


tie ies, We have not, like them, relinquiſhed our 
friendfhips. * . 


An honourable gentleman adviſes me for the 
. future, not to mention the name of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, who, he ſays, would never L 
countenance a bill of this kind. This is indeed 


impoſing hard conditions upon thoſe who have 


willingly ſuffered a fort of political martyrdom in 


L. 2 
the cauſe of that noble Lord's principles, thoſe 
who ſurrendered pomp and power, rather than re- 
main where his principles ceaſed to be faſhion- 
able, and were withering i into contempt.—-l Vene» 

rate the name of that noble Marquis, and ſhall ever 
mention it with love and reverence z. but. at no pe- 

riod of my life with more confidence chan at this 

moment, when I- ſay; that his ſoul ſpeaks in every 

line of the- bill before you, for his ſoul ſpeaks i in 
8 every meaſure of virtue, wiſdom, humane policy, 
| general juſtice; and: national honour. The name 
4 of the noble Lord who enjoys his fortune, has been 
1 55 mentioned in this debate, and will be mentioned ; 
0. again by. me; I will tell the honourable gentle- 

1. man, that this noble Lord, * though not the iſſue 
1 of his loins, inherits, with his property, . the prin- 
Hl j Ee: - ciples of that noble Marquis i in all their purity and 
Wh. ſoundneſs; and is as incapable as that noble Mar- 
| quis bimſelf, or as any man on earth, of countenan- 
nn | cing any act which either immediately or ulti· 
1 5 mately tended to the prejudice of his country, or 
the i injury of the conſtitution. 
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An Ges gentleman Gin T. Pitt) at FR 


dbther ſide, has. uſed violent terms againſt this bill 
and the movers of it. Sir, I tell that honourable 
2 gentleman (looking directly in the face of Mr. To 
Pitt) that the movers of this bill are not to be brow- 
beaten by: ſtudied? geſtures, nor frightened by 
| tremulous tones, ſolemn phraſes, or hard epithets. | 
| To arguments they are ready to reply; 5 but all the 
notice they can take of aſſertions, is to mark 
to the Houſe, that they are only | aſſertions, 
The -hotiourable'/gentleman again repeats his 
favourite language of our having ſeized upon be 
government his Majeſty changed his Miniſtry 
| liſt April, in conſequence of a vote of this Houſe; I 
OY —his' Majeſty did the ſame twelve months before; 
in conſequence of a vote of this Houſe.— His 
Majeſty in ſo doing followed the example of hy” 
predeceſſors ; and his ſucceſſors will, I doubt not, 
follow the example! of his Majeſty.— The votes 
off Parſiament: have always decided upon the dura- 
tion: of Miniſtry, and always will, Lruft. It is the 
nuſdavites our: conſlitution; and thoſe who diſlike 


ane wee, to alter it. The honourable 
82 7 gentle» 
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Sebtlerdan called the change-in 1782 4 gloriou 3 


one -iliis in 1263 a diſgraceful one. Why 2 For 
a very obvious, though: a very bad. reaſon.— The | 
honourable gentleman aſſiſted in effeting:the firſt, 
i and ftrenuouſly. laboured to prevent the ſecond. 
The firſt battle he: fougbt with u, the ſecand 
againſt! us, and we vanquifhed. him —— . 2782 
his friends were au, and would be in Ia 


1783 his friends were in, nor would go ont. 


Thus having done without hin what we onge did 
with him, the Houſe ſees his motive—lIt.is human 
| nature certainly s but certainly pos. the, * en 5 

Ba natufg. 14.412 VAI Mein 1 We N 
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5 A Fon of Fa aſc guaiity liophipinN/ije 
other fide of the Houſe upon this oucation; to 
which [ hope the Houfe;/and I hope the kingdom, 
will attend; They are endeavouring to injure us 
 throtigh tho chanbels at the ſamp'time through = 
a certain great quarter, and through the people. 

55 They are attempting to alarm che firſt, by aſſerting 


that this bill encreaſes the influenct of Miniſtry 
againſt the Crown; and couſing the people, undder 


an idea that it encreaſes the influence of the Crown 


— "> . 


3 


| apainſti ibem.— That they will fail in both I doubt 
not In the great quarter I truſt. they ate well 
vnderſtood, and the princely mind of that hig 
perſon is a ſecurity againſt their detices iche ꝶ 
: running ſwiftly to take off whatever little impoſe: 


tion might have been put upon any part, oven of 


the multitude. And I wiſh to reſcue the charace 
ter öß the public underſtanding! from the con- 
temptuous implication, that it is capable of being 
gulled by ſuch artifices; I feel for my country's | 
Th honour When 1 ay, that Engliſhmen, free chein- 
a ſelyes and fond off wing freedom to others, diſ- 


ie 8 


dain theſe firaragems, and a are equilly above the 1 
fillineſs of crediting | the revilers of this act, ag | 


Ove the baſeneſs of confederating or making 5 
common cauſe with thoſe who would ſupport "7 


ſyſtem which has diſhonoured this country, and 

which keeps thirty millions of the humab race in 

vretehedneſs. I make allowance for the hair-brain» | 
5 oe wow.) deluſions of folly and i ignorance, and 


Kor deſign. To ſuch evils every meaſure 


is liable, and every man muſt expect a Portion of 


the conſequence. But for the ſerious and grave 
N 5 deter- 
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Ubterinina ations of che publick judgement J have 
the higheſt value, I ever had, and ever hall have; 
If it be a weakneſs, 1 confeſs it, that to loſe the 


good Opinion of even the en mans gives me 


ſome pa; and; hate ver triumph my enemies 


dan derive from ſuch a frame of mind, they are 
| welcome to. 1 do. not, after the example of the 
honourable gentleman Wh. begun this debate, 
(Mr. Powys) hold the opinion of conſtituents in 
diſparagement. The clear and decided opinion 
of the more reaſonable and reſpectable ſhould, 1 
my opinion weigh che Member upon the fame 
principle that, I think, with the voice of the nation 
ſhould prevail in this Houſe, and in every other 
Place. But when the repreſentative yields to the 
conſtituent, it ſhould indeed be by the majority 
of the 'reafonable and reſpectable, and not as we 
wall ſee in a day or two, ſome of the | honeſteſt | 
| men in England voting againſt the moſt popular 
tax over introduced into this. Houſe, in direct 
| oppoſition to their own conyiRtion, and wot 
n an opinion. of cither the more reſ ectable 


L * 
My noble TTY (Lord John) with his charac. 


iſs ſpirit, has ſaid, that we never ſought power 

. cabal or- intrigue, or: under-hand. operations; = 

- and this he ſaid in reply to an honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. 11 Pitt) whoſe conduct demonſtrates 
that he thinks theſe. the ſureſt path for his friends. 


This bill, as a ground of contention, is farcical: : 


the bill, if it admitted it, would be combated upon 


its intrinſic qualities, and not by abuſing the 


Coalition, or raiſing a clamour about influence; - 
but why don? t the gentlemen ſpeak out fairly, as 
we do; and then let the world judge between us? 
Our love and loyalty to the Sovereign are as ar- : 
1 dent and firm as their own. Let the broad baſis Er 
£ of pubiic character upon which we received, is 


the principle by which we hope to retain this 


88 power, — convinced that the ſureſt road to the 
favour of the Prince, is by ſerving him with zeal | 
| and fidelity ; that the ſafeſt path to popularity, is 


by reducing the burden, and reſtoring the glory of | 
the nation. Let thoſe (looking at Mr. Jenkinſon) 


? who aim at office by other means, by inſcrutable 
and myſterious methods, ſpeak out; or if they 
will not, Jet the world know it is becauſe their 


arts 
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arts will not bear examination 3 and that their 


ſaſety confiſts in their obſcurity. Our principles 
are well known ; and I ſhould prefer to periſh 
with walk; rather than proſper vith we cher. 


9 
4. * * 


The honourable endeten under the gallery 
ah Martin) ſays, he diſlikes ſyſtematic oppoſi- 
tion Whether perpetually riſing up with peeviſh, 
capricious objections to every thing propoſed by 
us, deſerve that name or not, I leave the gentle= 
man himſelf to determine, and leave the Houſe 9 

| Teflet upon that Kind of eonduct which condemus 
the theory of its own conſtant practice but I meet 

the gentleman directly upon the principle of the 
term. He diſlikes ſyſtematic. oppoſition ; now l 
ke it.—A ſyſtematic oꝑpoſition to a dangerous 

1 government is, in my opinion, a noble employment 
for the brighteft faculties; and if the honourable 


gentleman thinks our 6 a bad one, he 


is right to contribute to its downfal. Oppoſition 
3s natural in ſuch a political ſyſtem a as ours ; it has 
ſubſiſted! in all ſuch governments; and perhaps it is 
neceſſary. But to thoſe who oppoſe it, it is ex- 


tremely eſſential that their manner of conducting 


it incur not a ſuſpicion of their motives. If they 


FT m8 
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5 appear to oppoſe from diſappointment, from morti- 


fication, from pique, from whim, the people will be 


| againſt them, If they oppoſe from public principle, 
| from love of their country rather than hatred to ad- 


miniſtaion, from evident conviction of the badneſs | 


of meaſures, and a full perſuaſi on that in their reſiſ- 


tance to men, they are aiming at the public wel. 


fare, the people will be with them. We oppoſed 5 
upon theſe principles, and the people were with us; 3 


if we are oppoſed upon other principles, they wil 
not be againſt us. Much labour has been em- 
ployed to infuſe a prejudice upon the preſent ſub- 


ject; and 1 have the ſatisfaction to believe, chat | 
this labour bas been fruitleſs; (making a reaſon- LY 
able exception for the miſtakes of the uninformed, 
the firſt: impreſſions of novelty, and the natural re- 


ſult of deliberate malice). we deſire to be tried by 


the teſt of this very bill, and riſk our character 
upon the iſſue:  confiding thoroughly i in the good 


ſenſe, the juſtice, and the ſpirit of Engliſhmen.— | 


: Not lofty ſounds, vor ſelected epithets, nor paffi- 
onate declamation in this Houſe, nor all the ſor- 


did efforts of intereſted men out of this Heuſe, 


(of men Wboſe acts in the Eaſt have branded the 


Britiſh name, and whoſe ill-gotten opulence, 
working through a thouſand channels to delude and 


H of debauch 
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debavch the VET underſtanding) can faſten odi- 
um upon this meaſure, or draw an obloquy upon 
the authors of it. We have been tried in the 


cauſe of the public; and until we deſert that cauſe, 8 
we are aſſured of public confidence and protection. 5 


The honourable gentleman infinuates that I was 
incited by avarice, or ambition, or party ſpirit. — 
1 have failings in common with every human 


being , beſide my own peculiar faults. But of 
avarice, I have indeed held myſelf guiltleſs. My 8 


5 abuſe has been, for many years, even the profeſſion 2. 


of ſeveral people ; : it was their traffic, their liveli- 
| hood; yet until this moment I knew not that avarice 
Was in the catalogue of the ſins imputed to me. 
Ambition I confeſs I have, but not ambition upon 
a narrow bottom, or built upon paltry principles. 
If, from the devotion of my life to political objects, 
if from the direction of my induſtry to the attain- 
ment of ſome knowledge of the Conſtitution, and 
the true intereſts of the Britiſh empire, the ambi- 
tion of taking no mean part in thoſe acts that ele- 
vate nations, and make a people happy, be crimi- 
nal, that ambition I acknowledge. And as to 


party ſpirit — that 1 feel it, that J have been ever 


5 under its impulſe, and that I ever ſhall, is what 1 
Proclaim 


wy pride a and my boaſt.” 7. 1 


1 57 J 


proclaim to e That I am one of a party, 


a party never known to ſacrifice the intereſts, , or 
barter. the liberties of the nation for mercenary 
purpoſes, for perſonal emolument or honours, a 
party linked together upon principles which com- 
1 prehend whatever is dear and moſt precious to 
free men, and eſſential to a free conſtitution, is 
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1 Sir, 1 kane a poi 8100 chat a 750 of 


; men renowned for their anceſtry, important for 15 


— 4 3 


their poſſeſſions, diſtinguiſhed for their perſonal 


worth, with all that is valuable to men at ſtake, 


hereditary fortunes and hereditary honours,” deem 


me worthy of their confidence. With ſuch men 
I am ſomething—without them, nothing. My re- 


liance is upon their good opinion ; and in that re- 
—_— perhaps I am fortunate. / Although I have 


a juſt confidence in my own integrity, yet as I 


am but man, perhaps it is well that 1. have no . 
choice but between my own eternal diſgrace and 
a faithful diſcharge of my publick duty, Whilſt 


theſe kind of men are overſeers of my conduct, 


whilſt men whole uprightneſs of heart and ſpot- 
leſs honour are even proverbial in the country 
ö . e (looking 
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0 We at Lord Toki Cavendith) tie the Ait 
of my deeds, it is a pledge to the publick for the 
purity and rectitude of my conduct. Ehe prof- 


perity and honour of the & country are blended with | 

the proſperity : and honour of theſe illuſtrious perſons. | 
They h have ſo much at take, that if the country £ 

falls, they fall with i it; 3 and to countenance any 


thing againſt 1 its intereſt would be a ſuicide | upon 
themſelves. The good opinion and protection 
of theſe men is a ſecurity to che notion for wad 
behaviour, becauſe i if 1 loſe them, Toke 1215 all. 


" Win aid Þ much upon the extraneous s ſob⸗ 
| Jede introduced by the honourable gentleman into 
the debate, I ſhall proceed to make ſome obſer- 
_ - vations upon the buſineſs in queſtion. When the 
learned gentleman brought in his bill laſt year, 
the Houſe ſaw Its frightful features with. juſt 
horrour, but a very good method was adopted to 
ſoften the terrors of the extravagant power that 
bill veſted in the Governor General. The name 
- of a noble Lord“ was ſent forth at the ſame time, 
whoſe great character lent a we to a n 


* 


* Lord Corvallis, 


which, 


188 1 
wiiteh; deftitate of ſuch an advantage coul® not 


be liſtened to for one moment. Now, Sir, oblerve 


how Uifferently we bare afted voor: the ſame 


occafion. Er | | Na he. edt S4 £8 4. # - 7 749 | 


— * 


— : 1 


The Wah of Fizwitian as been ſpoken of 


hers this day, in thoſe terms of admiration wich 
which his name is always mentioned. Take no- 


tice, however, that we did not avail ourſelves of 


the fame of his virtue and abilities in paſing rhis 5 
: bill il chrough the Houſe, M7; 50 


If 1805 a thing were to have taken place, as 
che inſtitution of an Indian Sectetaryſhip (according 


to the ſuggeſtions of ſome gentlemen) this noble 
Lord would certainly have been the very perſon 


whom, for my part, 5 x mould have adviſed his 


| Majeſty to inveſt with that office. "Yet, alchough : 
his erect mind and ſpotleſs honour would have held 
| forth to the public the fulleſt confidence of a faith- 

ful execution of its duries ; the odjections in regard 


to influence upon a removeable officer, are tenfold in 


compariſon with the preſent ſcheme. The Houle 


muſt i now ſee that, with all the benefits we might de- 
tive 
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90 from that noble Lord's character —that, Fen 
his name would have imparted a ſanctity, an orna- 
ment, and an honour to the bill, we uſhered it in with- E 
out that ceremony, to ſtand or fall by! it own intrinſic 
merits, neither ſhielding it under the reputation, 
ä nor gracing it under the mantle of any man's 
virtue. Our merit will be more in this, when the 
names of thoſe are known whom we mean to pro- 
poſe to this Houſe, to execute this commiſſion. 5 
(name them, ſaid Mr. Arden, acroſs che Houſe) | 
1 will not—I will not name them, the bill ſhall . 
ſtand or fall by i its own merits, without aid or in- 7 
jury from their character. An honourable gentle- 
man has aid theſe commiſſioners will be made up 
of our cc adherents and creatures,” | Sir, there is 
nothing more eaſy than to uſe diſparaging terms; 
yet I ſhould have thought the name of the Earl of 
Fitzwilliam would have given a fair preſumption 
that the colleagues we ſhall recommend to this 
_ Houſe | for the co-execution. of this buſineſs, 
with that noble Lord, will not be of a deſcription 
to merit theſe unhandſome epithers. — aſſure the 
honourable gentleman they are not —TI aſſure bim 
they are not men whoſe faculties of corrupting, or 

whole 


643 


whoſe bv eepdbtig walls __ any Og" to this 


| pre and public chase ſtand | high and un- 
tainted; vho are not likely to countenance de- 0 
3 predation, or participate the ſpoils of rapacity. : 


They are not men to ſcreen. delinquency, or to 


1 polute the ſervice by diſgraceful appointments. 


They would not, for inſtance, ſend Paul Benfield | 


to India, nor welter him in England, without 
his deſerving i it, 3 


But this bill, Sir, preſumes not upon the pro- | 
T bity of the men ;—it looks to the future poſſi- 
bility of diſſimilar ſucceſſors, and to the mortality 
of the preſent commiſſioners, who are merely hu- 


man, and therefore not incapable of alteration. . 


: Under all the caution of this bill, with the reſpon- 2; 


_ ſibility i it impoſes, I will take upon me to ſay, 
; that if the aggregate body of this board, deter- 
mined to uſe all its power for the purpoſe of cor- 
2 ruption, this Houſe, and the people at large, 
would have leſs to dread from them i in the way of 
influence, than from a few Aſiatics who will pro- 
bably be * in conſequence of this arrange- 


- "none; © 


t 36 J 
11 ment, ſome of EO will return. wah country 
: __— Wich 2 million, ſome with ſeven hundred thou - 

Wil fand ſome with five, beſide the three or four hun- 
| dred thouſand of others who are cut off in their 
wo career, by the hand of fate. An inundation of 
W Sy wealrh is far more dangerous than any influ- 5 

| ence that is likely to ſpring from a plan of go- 
' vertimment ſo conſtirared as this propaſed—whether 
the operation of ſuch a maſs of wealth, be 'con- 
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: fidered | in its probable effects, upon the principles of 
the members of this Houſe, or the manners of the 

people at large—more eſpecially when a reflection 
RET that orientaliſts are in general che moſt examplary 5 
| i . „ of people i in their morals, and in their de- 
1 | ; portment the moft' moderate and correſponding | 
1 With the diſtinction of their high birth and fami- 
N il Iles, /furniſhes a very reaſonable preſumption, that 
1 the expenditure of their money will be much about | 


"as honourable as its acquirement. 


I mall now, Sir, conclude my ſpt ech with a few 
words upon the opinion of the right honourable 
gentleman, (Mr. Pitt.) He ſays, he will ſtake 
his character upon the danger of this bil”, 1 

meet 
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meet kim! in his own phraſe, and oppoſe him—cha- 3 


racter to character] riſk my all upon the excel- 
lence of this bill, 1 riſk upon it whatever i is moſt 


dear to me, whatever men moſt value; the cha- 


raſter of i integrity, o of talents, of honour, of pre- 


fent reputation and future fame; theſe, and what- 


ever elſe is precious to me I ſtake upon the conſti- 
tutional ſafety, the enlarged policy, the equity, 
and the wiſdom of this meaſure, and have no fear 


in ſaying, (whatever may be the fate of its authors) 


that this bill will produce to this country every 5 


bleſſing of commerce and revenue; and that by 
extending a generous and humane government 
over thoſe millions whom the inſcrutinable deſtina- 
tions of providence have placed under us in the 
remoteſt regions of the earth, it will conſecrate 
the name of England amongſt. the nobleſt of nas 
tions, : 
Mr. Fox then recapitulated the heads of his 
ſpeech and ſat down. He was upon bis legs 
about an hour and a halt. F 
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